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I N T R O D U C T I O N
Welcome to Melton Mowbray, Rural Capital
of Food and Drink, famous for Melton
Mowbray Pork Pies and Stilton Cheese™. 

Walking around Melton Mowbray today, it’s
almost certain that you’ll be following in
the footsteps of royalty. Between 1194 and
1487, 11 of England’s 15 kings visited Melton
Mowbray, but what brought them to this
Leicestershire market town?

This heritage trail will show you a thousand
years of history including the places and
people that made the town what it is
today. Whilst you’re in Melton you can
explore parkland, visit cafes, buy local
produce and head to the Melton Carnegie
Museum, which features informative
exhibitions on the history of Melton
Mowbray and the surrounding area. 



E G E R T O N  L O D G E  
Situated on Wilton Road at the end of High
Street is Egerton Lodge, built in 1829 for Earl
Wilton. It was used as a base for hunting along
with many other lodges in Melton Mowbray. The
boundary wall of the Memorial Gardens on
Leicester Road has a fifteenth century archway
taken from Nottingham Street. Hugo Meynall, of
nearby Quorndon Hall, popularised hunting in
Leicestershire during the eighteenth century and
Melton Mowbray became central as it allowed
visitors to take part in three hunts: the Belvoir,
Cottesmore and Quorn.

Attenburrow's Chemist,  formerly on High Street



H I G H  S T R E E T
There are a number of houses of interest on High
Street. Opposite Wilton Place is the White House,
built in the 1600s and is one of the oldest
properties on the street. Also on High Street is a
building which is now home to the HSBC bank,
but in the nineteenth century was the New Club
where Lord Alvanley lived and hosted some of
the best dinners in England for fellow hunters.
The George Hotel is the oldest surviving coaching
inn in the town. Visitors could rent horses or a
coach with horses from here as they travelled
across the country.  The future Queen Victoria
visited The George to change horses on her way
to Stamford from Belvoir Castle and was greeted
by celebratory decorations throughout the town.
In 1897 Attenburrows the Chemist stood at the
corner of the High Street and the Corn Cross. You
can now see a re-creation of the shop in the
Melton Carnegie Museum. 

Corn Cross, the current Corn Cross was built in
1996, replacing the earlier medieval cross. This
area was known as Cornhill, as traders would
have bought and sold corn here. Other market
crosses included the Butter Cross, Sheep Cross
and Sage Cross. The Tuesday Melton Mowbray
market has been held in the town for almost
1,000 years and was mentioned in the eleventh
century Domesday Book. On the back of the
Corn Cross is a plaque for the Royal Army
Veterinary Corps. Based at the former Remount
Depot on the outskirts of Melton, the army have
trained army animals there since 1903. During the
1940s and World War II, many women worked
there as strappers and riders. The horses
transported essential goods and troops before
helicopters existed to do the same job. Now the
Defence Animal Training Regiment (DATR) is
responsible for the training, support and
rehoming of all military animals in the British
Armed Forces. Visit Melton Carnegie Museum 
to see Dickin Medals for brave dogs trained by
the Regiment.



N O T T I N G H A M  S T R E E T  
Formerly known as Spittal End, Nottingham
Street includes Ye Olde Pork Pie Shoppe, which
was built in the early seventeenth century and
was run as a bakehouse until John Dickinson
took it over in 1851. It is the longest surviving pork
pie producer in Melton Mowbray and Dickinson’s
grandmother is credited with producing the first
hand-made pork pies, made popular nationally
by hunters wanting a savoury snack. The former
Corn Exchange is next to Ye Olde Pork Pie
Shoppe. It opened in 1855 after local
businessmen helped with its construction. The
sale of corn moved to the Corn Exchange from
Cornhill and the building housed a bank, library
and courts. Only the frontage now remains

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  W A Y
Originally known as King Street Cemetery, the
grave of Francis Grant, President of the Royal
Academy who was a regular visitor to Melton can
be found here. His friend John Ferneley was a
famous sporting artist and you can see some of
his paintings at Melton Carnegie Museum. The
yellow building on the corner of King Street and
St. Mary's Way is one of the oldest buildings in
Melton and was inhabited by the Mowbray family.
The crest of the Mowbray family was the Lion
Rampart which is now used by the Melton
Mowbray Town Estate. 
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M A R K E T  P L A C E
The building to the right of The Grapes, on the
opposite side of Church Street, was previously
inhabited by the bootmakers, Rowell & Sons.
Established in 1837, they provided boots to local
huntsman and hunting lodges. Examples of the
boots produced are on display in the Melton
Carnegie Museum. The current Butter Cross was
reconstructed from parts of the existing cross
and was erected in 1986. During the Civil War in
the sixteenth century, 158 marriages took place at
the Butter Cross, as in 1653 Parliament had
declared marriage a civil ceremony carried out
with a Justice of the Peace present.  

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  C H U R C H  
St. Mary's Church has been described as the
'stateliest and most impressive of all churches in
Leicestershire'. It dates mainly from the
thirteenth century and was restored in the 1850s
by George Gilbert Scott. Inside the church is the
Coat of Arms of Charles I, later repainted to
represent Charles II. There are holes in the Coat of
Arms for Charles I which are thought to be from
the Civil War when it was used for target practice.

A postcard of the Bede House, and a
black and white photograph of its
gardens.



B U R T O N  S T R E E T
Colles Hall was built in 1890 to commemorate 
Dr Colles, vicar of St Mary's Church. As President
of the Melton Temperance Society, he did not
approve of drinking and bought the pub next
door to his house to turn it into a private home.
Further down Burton Street is the Old Club.
Established in 1810 it was the first hunting club in
Melton Mowbray and was an exclusive club which
housed only four guests. Despite this exclusivity
many hunters enjoyed raucous dinners there.

Also on Burton Street is Bede House which has
'Maison Dieu 1640' above its door. Built by Robert
Hudson, it was an almshouse which provided
accommodation for 'six poor old bachelors or
widows'. From 1847 it was home to a small
museum. A notable building that has been lost
on Rutland Street is Storer's Almshouses. As with
the Bede House, an individual donated money 
for the provision of accommodation to those 
in need. The Anne of Cleves was built in the
fourteenth century and was set up by Cluniac
monks from Cluny, France and was home to
fourteen monastic priests. It came by its current
name after a later owner and advisor to Henry
VIII, Thomas Cromwell fell from favour and the
building was gifted to Anne of Cleves in a 
divorce settlement.

Further down the road next to the Boat Inn, so
named as it stood by the former canal basin in
this area, is Cardigan House. It is named after the
Earl of Cardigan who lived here during the
nineteenth century. He is famous for leading the
Charge of the Light Brigade in the Crimean War.
The charge, head-on with deadly artillery, was
due to a miscommunication on the battlefield.
Lord Cardigan fortunately managed to reach the
Russian guns and returned from the charge
unharmed. 



P L A Y  C L O S E   
Play Close was originally owned by Lord
Melbourne in the nineteenth century and used
for recreation by the people of Melton Mowbray.
The owner of a bakery in Park Lane, which
borders Play Close, built pigsties and allotments
on the parkland. People felt this was contrary to
their enjoyment of the open space and in 1848
the Play Close Riots took place which saw these
buildings pulled down. Religious guilds had
provided education and maintained Melton until
Edward VI wanted to seize their property. The
Town Estate was created in 1549 by purchasing
the guilds’ property and it later bought the
beautiful and expansive parkland in Melton.

C A N A L
The canal followed the treelined path up to the
lock gates. The canal made transporting coal to
Melton much easier, carrying 17,770 tonne
annually at its peak. The canal closed in 1876 after
the railway came to Melton. If you're not in a rush,
take the time to explore the landscaped parkland
of Prior's Close, an area of land donated to the
Town Estate by local company, Pedigree
Petfoods. 

L A D Y  W I L T O N  B R I D G E
There have been several bridges over the River
Eye, including the ‘Kettilbye Brigge’ from the
sixteenth century and a later one funded by the
Harborough family. The Lady Wilton Bridge was
built in 1822.

Play Close looking
towards St Mary's

Church



L E I C E S T E R  S T R E E T
The building with three dormer windows was
originally the Golden Fleece public house which
had Sharpe’s Yard to its rear. Sharpe’s Yard was
home to Melton's first theatre. Further down
Leicester Street is a blue plaque for Edward
Adcock, who operated in a yard behind these
buildings. Adcock was a baker and confectioner
who marketed pies outside Melton Mowbray,
with many other smaller producers making pork
pies until the later nineteenth century when
factories sprung up. You can see a contemporary
pork pie oven at Melton Carnegie Museum.

S H E R R A R D  S T R E E T  
Sherrard Street, named after the Earl of
Harborough’s family, used to be called the Beast
Market, as livestock was bought and sold here.
There was a smelly open ditch and a health
report of 1885 blamed this as a reason for poor
health in the town. The report also mentioned a
slaughter pit containing blood, offal and toilet
waste, which was emptied just twice a year.
Across the road next to the bank was the site of
the Limes, a Jacobean House which was home to
the Hudson family who built the Bede House. It
was a hunting lodge before being demolished.
There is an alms door from the Limes in Egerton
Lodge’s Memorial Gardens.

The Dowager Duchess of the Duke of Rutland
lived in the three storey white building further
down Sherrard Street behind the butcher and
pharmacy. Her daughter lived opposite in the
Elms, a grand home with gardens that stretched
to Mill Street near the railway station. The Duke’s
daughter had married his estate agent and
moved to Melton against the Dowager Duchess’s
approval. Fortunately, she was reconciled with
her daughter and when visiting, instead of
crossing the road, she would take a carriage
down the street and turn around, passing the
Sage Cross to arrive at the Elms.



K I N G  S T R E E T
From the top of Windsor Street, you can see the
United Reformed Church straight ahead. This
was originally a Congregationalist Chapel built in
1822 and they previously met in Sharpes Yard
behind the Golden Fleece, in Leicester Street. On
King Street you will see the old County Technical
College, which offered lessons in carpentry,
bricklaying, dressmaking, welding and agricultural
mechanics. The Town Estate, historically
promoters of education, leased the land to the
County Council for 299 years at a cost of 25p per
annum.

At the top of King Street, you can see the Regal
Cinema built in art deco style in 1934 by local
builder, Denman’s. It was fitted with a
CinemaScope screen in the 1950s which required
a curved screen for widescreen projection.  

MELTON  CARNEG IE  MUSEUM
Originally built as a library, Melton Carnegie
Museum was opened in 1905. The museum was
partly funded by Andrew Carnegie who donated
£2,000. Carnegie was a wealthy Scottish-
American industrialist who donated money to set
up libraries across Britain and America. There is a
literary prize named after him and winners
include C.S. Lewis for his Chronicles of Narnia
book, The Last Battle. To the right of the entrance
you will see a stone with the name William
Wilcox, who drove efforts to get the library built.
Known as ‘the father of the town’ for all his work
in improving Melton Mowbray, you can see a
portrait of him at Melton Library. The building
became the town's museum in 1977, today it
showcases the history of Melton and the people
who have lived and worked here from the 
Bronze Age to the present day.

Melton Carnegie Museum,
Thorpe End, LE13 1RB
Opening Hours: Tuesday to Saturday 10am – 4.30pm.
Tel:  0116 3053860



T H O R P E  B R I D G E
The tower at the end of Thorpe End was part of
Langton & Sons Brewery, established in 1865.
After George Langton passed away in 1910 the
business was sold and the single storey building
to the right became the Picture Palace cinema
with seating for 400 people. The Thorpe End toll
gate was situated on Thorpe Bridge and
collected tolls from travellers to maintain the
roads.

T H O R P E  E N D
Tuxford & Tebbutt, producer of pork pies and
Stilton Cheese from 1867, is situated on Thorpe
End. For the 1881 Edinburgh Review the company
helped produce five tons of pork pies. 

The Roman Catholic Church of St. John was built
in 1840 and includes designs by Augustus Pugin
who also worked on the Houses of Parliament.
The Polish community, who settled in Melton
Mowbray in the 1940s after exile during World
War II, built a Roman Catholic church on 
Sandy Lane. 

Lady Wilton Bridge 

Thorpe End



This guide provides you with information on Melton’s
fascinating heritage. Discover Melton’s bustling
markets, quirky shops and annual food
festivals or retreat to the stunning
countryside in the backdrop of Belvoir
Castle. Steeped in history and heritage 
yet rich in variety, the Borough of
Melton has something for everyone to
discover. For more inspiration visit
www.discovermelton.com or scan 
this QR code.

With so much to see and do in Melton you’ll need more
than one day! To find out more about our great value
short breaks across Melton and Leicestershire visit
www.theperfectbreak.co.uk

All information was believed to be correct at the time 
of going to press. Leicestershire Promotions cannot
accept liability for inaccuracies, omissions or subsequent
alternations, or cancellation of events in the information
supplied. You are advised to check opening times and
prices with establishments before you visit. You are
advised to check information, such as opening times
and prices with establishments before you visit.

This publication has been brought to you by Melton
Borough Council in partnership with Leicestershire
Promotions, Melton Carnegie Museum and Leicestershire
County Council through funding by the ERDF 
Welcome Back Fund. 
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